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ABSTRACT

Urban centers were already in existence before the advent of colonialism in Africa. Such centers included
Jenne-Jeno, Yoruba towns, Cairo, Meroe and Kilwa that could be found in different parts of the continent.
Some of the factors that led to the establishment of these centers were war, transport, strategic placement,
local and international trade, mining, agriculture as well as cultural developments, unlike Maseno urban
centre which sprung up as a result of missionary factor with the arrival of the Europeans. The rise in the
life style ultimately transformed the area in improving the infrastructure and consolidating the services at
a central place. This changed the settlement from a rural like to an urban like area. It is from such
developments, that towns emerged and even transformed into cities. Consequently, even though various
studies from various disciplines have been carried on urbanization, concentrations have always been
based on bigger towns and cities. There was lack of adequate studies on smaller towns from the hinterland
particularly Maseno, and more so from the historical approach. Given that Maseno urban center exists
coupled with the fact that the missionaries came in 1903, the problem is therefore based on how Maseno
Urban Center evolved and developed within the Christian foundation in line with intra-trade as opposed
to inter-trade in other smaller towns and it’s first establishment of a fully fledged University contrary to
it’s contemporary urban centers that the study intends to explore. The development of this town involved
the growth of institutions like Maseno School, Siriba Teachers College, Government Training Institute,
Maseno University, Maseno Hospital, and Maseno Theological College that have contributed to the
socio-economic and political development of this urban set up. The general objective of this study was to
examine the origin and development of Maseno urban center. The specific objectives were to investigate
the migratory patterns and settlement of communities that settled in Maseno since 1895; to examine the
role of the policies of the government and the Church Missionary Society on the emergence of Maseno
town; and finally to investigate the role of the institutions of learning and commerce on the growth of
Maseno in terms of its expansion and settlement. The study employed the Central Place Theory of Walter
Christaller who believed that a town acted as a focus of the surrounding countryside and it was from then
that the general functions were derived. This made the town to function as a central place and having the
central place functions as applied by Christaller. It was further emphasized that an economy required that
certain goods and services which could not be provided anywhere should be made available at central
places for the benefit of the population within the defined tributary areas. The study employed descriptive
research design. The study used primary and secondary data where purposive sampling and snowballing
were applied. The targeted groups were the educationists, the clergy, businessmen, Maseno High School
alumni, politicians, the provincial administration, university lecturers and the local community. The above
mentioned people named the others whom they knew until the number of cases required was obtained.
Oral interviews using question guidelines were used for collecting data. The data was analyzed
gualitatively through thematic and content analysis. Policy makers may find the study useful for planning
purposes and it may also be relevant for future researchers on Urbanization. It may also expand the
opportunities for quality basic education, maternal health, and environmental sustainability in line with
the Millennium Development Goals to be met by 2015. The research concluded that the colonial land
policies and township ordinances of 1903 and 1930, including the powers which were given to the
Provincial Commissioner to upgrade urban centers and townships had a very big impact on the
development and expansion of Maseno Township.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

THHIE PAGE .o I
DECIAratioN ... et ii
ACKNOWIEAGEMENL. . ... e ii
DedICALION. ... iv
ADSTIACT. ... %
Table OF CONENTS. ... e vi
List Of ACTONYIMS. ... .uit it e e e IX
Glossary of the Luo Terms. .......c.oouiirieit i X
Y oL PP Xi
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION. ...ttt e e e e aaeaes 1
1.1.1 Background of the Study...........coooiiiii 1
1.1.2 Statement of the Problem ....... ... 4
1.1.3 ReSEarch QUESHIONS .......cueirtiei it e e e 5
1.1.4 Objectives of the StUAY ...t 5
1.1.5 Theoretical Framework.............coooiiiiiiii e, 5
1.1.6 Scope and Limitations of the Study...................ooiiii 8
1.1.7Significance of the StUdY .........ooiiiii 9
1.2 LItereture REVIBW. .. ...vit it e, 11
120 INtrOdUCHiON. . ..voet e 11
1.2.1Urbanization in the Western Countries and Africa.................cccovviiieinin, 11
1.3 Research Methodolody...........c.oiiiiii e, 19
L300 INtrOdUCHION. ...t e 19
1.3.1RESEArCN DESION ...ttt 19
L1322 StUAY ATBA. ...t 19
1.3.3 Sample Size and Procedure. ..........c.oviiiiiiiii e 20
1.3.4 Data Collection Methodology..........c.oeiiiiiiiiii e 20
1.3.4.1 Oral INterVIeW. ...ttt e e e e 21
1.3.4.2 FOCUS Group DiSCUSSION. .. .. ..ottt e 22
1.3.4.3 In-depth Oral INtervIeW.......c.viuiiitii i eae e 22
1.314.4 ODbSCIVALION. ...ttt e e e e e 22
1.3.5Data analysSiS. . ....vintii it 23
1.3.6 Ethical 1SSUCS. .. .viitiiit i e e e 23
CHAPTER TWO

2.0 Maseno Locality on the Eve of the Colonial Rule...................coooiiin.n 24
2.0 INtrOdUCHION. ...\ttt e e e e 24
2.1 History 0f the JO — KISUMU .....c..oiiiiiiiiiieie e 24
2.2 Occupation of the present TEITILONY .......cocveiieiieiieecie e 25
2.3 The Contributions of Chief Ogolla Ayieke in Relation to Maseno...................... 27
2.4. The socio-economic model of the LUO .......cccvevviiiiieiii i 31

Vi



2.5 ADAIUNYIA ..o s 37

2.6 Migration and Settlement of the Abaluhyia in Maseno............cccccovevviieivenenne. 38
2.7 The ADahando. ... ..o 40
2.8 Abaluhyia Oral Claims 0N MaSENO0..........cccueiieriiiieseee e 43
2.9 The Mythical Sentiments of Ogolla Ayieke According to the Abaluhyia........... 43
2.1.0 The socio-economic model of the LUYia .........cocevveveiiievneie e 45
CHAPTER THREE
3.0 The emergence and Development of Maseno Urban Center: 1895 to the
INdependenCe Eve.........cooiiiiniii i, 49
KO L1 oo [0 od o] o PR RTOT 49
3.1 The Evolution of the African Urban Sub- System in relation to Maseno............ 49
3.2 The History of Local Gorvernment in Maseno and its Policies...................... 51
3.3 The development of Maseno Urban Centre..........ccoveveeeeivececiese e 54
3.4 Maseno Development Plan ... 56
3.5 The Lunatic “Iron Snake” that Passed via Maseno TOWN ............cccoevvvrivneninnnns 58
3.6 The CMS’S Role on the Development of Maseno Township ..........cc.ccoevvveiennn. 61
BB INErOTUCTION. ... .ttt 61
3.7 The Origin and Growth of the CMS in Nyanza..........ccccceevveveiiieie e 61
3.8 Missionary WOork at IMASENO0 ..........ccuiiiieieieienie st 62
3.9 Construction of the Saint Paul’s Maseno (The Rock of Ages) ......ccccceevvevvenenne. 64
3.1.0 Trinity fellowship center in Maseno..............ocooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 67
3.1.1Contributions of JJ WIllis in MASENO0.........ccccereiiiiiinieiee e 68
3.1.2 Contributions of Walter EAWIn OWEN ..........cccooieiiieiieiieieee e 70
CHAPTER FOUR
4.0 Maseno urban center: Post independence period to circa 2001..................... 75
O [ oo [ od o] o USSR 75
4.1 The Fig Tree Where it all Began (Maseno School) .........ccccceveiieiiiicce e, 75
4.2 Girls Education at Maseno and the Beginning of Maseno Girls’ school.............. 80
4.3 The Establishment of Maseno Hospital ...........c.ccccooveiiiiiiiccc e, .82
4.4 Siriba Teachers’ COIBQE.......coiiiiiiiii e 84
4.5 Maseno Government Training INSHULE .........c.ccceeveiieiicc e, .86
4.6 MASENO LaW COUIT. .. .ttt ettt e 88
4.7 MaSen0 POLICE StAtION. ... .uieet ittt et e 89
4.8Jean’s School, Maseno Industrialists, Artisans and Traders” Courses............... 89
4.9 MASENO0 UNIVEISITY ..ooviiiiiiiiie ettt .90
4.1.0 Luo Thrift and Trading Corporation (LUTATCO)......cccoermiireninienenceeeeenen, 94

CHAPTER FIVE
Summary of the findings, conclusions and recommendations

5.0 INTrOAUCHION. ... .u et 102
5.1Summary of the fiINdiNgS ... 102
Migratory Pattern and Settlement of Communities that Settled in Maseno ........ 102
The Government Policies and CMS on the Development of Maseno Town....... 102

vii



The Role of Education and Commerce on the Development of Maseno Town ..104

5.2 CONCIUSIONS......uiitiiiiitieiieiesie sttt ettt bbbt 105
5.3 RECOMMENALIONS .....eovveiieiiieitieie ettt see e nnes 108
5.4 Suggestions for Further RESEArCh ...........cccccvveiiiieiieeie s 110
5.5 BIbHOgraphy. .. .o 111
Appendices

Appendix 1. Focus Group Discussion GUITE ..........c.oveviiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeea, 117
Appendix 2. INterview QUESTIONS .......c.ccveiuiiieiiere e e 118
Appendix 3. List of Informants .............coooiiiiiii 121
Appendix 4. National Archieve Membership.................coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 125
Appendix 5. Research Authorization ..............ocoiiiiiiiiiiii e 126
Appendix 6. Research Permit ..o, 127

viii



ACRONYMNS

CMS - Church Missionary Society
ACK - Anglican Church of Kenya

USA - United States of America
LUTATCO - Luo Thrift and Trading Corporation
LNC - Local Native Council

ADC - African District Council

LATF - Local Authority Transfer Fund
KIA - Kenya Institute of Administration
GTI - Government Training Institute
PC - Provincial Commissioner

FGD - Focus Group Discussion

DC - District Commissioner



Ngado Guok:
Kech mar Apomo:
Okoche:

Tongo Lowo:
Liend Dhok:

Nyawang’a piny ogwonyo:

Ong’iyo:
Bilo:

Jo-bilo:

Piny Owacho:
Owita:

Luo kungo gi ohala:

Kinda piny ema nyalo gi Moro:

Panyako:
Ogwe maonge lake

GLOSSARY OF LUO TERMS
Asign of Peace
Kind of femine during that period
Swahili People.
Fixing a boundary.
A Place where many cows died.
Aplace where Ogolla’s house was burnt.
Facing one another.
Paraphanellia.
Custodians of Paraphanellia.
The Gorvernment.
Thrown away.
Luo saves through business.
Perservearance shall win through.
Pioneer Corps who went to the World War 1
Docile and weak



